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1 . (CiuTently amended) A system comprising: 

a processor for providing an electronic program guide (EPG), the EPG operable 
by a user (I) to select a first program and a second program received from corresponding 
programs soxirces and (2) to select a first program processing function for the first 
program and (3) to select a second program processing function for the second program; 

a tuner operable by the processor to receive (1) for the first program, first current 
time reference information from a first corresponding program source, wherein the first 
current time reference information provides information for synchronizing a scheduling 
clock with a clock of the first corresponding program source, and (2) for the second 
program, second current time reference information from a second corresponding 
program source, wherein the second current time reference inlC)rmation provides 
information for synchronizing a scheduling clock with a clock of the second 
corresponding program source; 

the processor programmed to dorive a synchronize the current time of day of a 
first scheduling cloc k with the current time of day of the clock of the first corresponding 
program source based on the first current time reference information , the first Gohoduling 
clock synchronized with tho clock - of the firat oorrQcpondinfi program oourco ; 

the processor programmed to initiate the first program processing function based 
upon the synchronized fi rst scheduling clock; 
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th e proe e s fi or programm e d to dorivo a sooond soheduling cloolc basod on the 
s e cond current tinio-r - ef e r e no e information, tho Gooond aoheduling oloclc Gynohronizod 
with tho olook of the s e cond corr e sponding program - sourc e ; ond 

the processor programmed to initiate the second program processing function 
based upon ttve-a^second scheduling cloc k; and 

the processor proerammed to ensure that the second scheduling clock is 
synchronized with the current time of day of the clock of the second corresponding 
program source prior to initiation of the second program processing function by 
synchronizing the current time of day of the second scheduUng clock with the current 
time of day of the clock of the second corresponding program source based on the second 
current time reference information prior to initiation of the second program processing 
function . 

2. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the first current time reference 
information provides a current time-of-day indication, 

3. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein; 

the system further comprising a display for displaying a current time-of-day to a 

user; 

the processor is operable to provide an output for updating the display of the 
current time-of-day based upon the first current time reference information; and 

the system farther comprises a filter for filtering the output to inhibit a 
discontinuous change in the current time reference information from causing a 
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discontinuous change in the display of the current time-of-day, and for providing the 
filtered output to the display. 

4. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the first programming 
processing function is at least one selected from a group consisting of display, record and 
playback. 

5. (Previously presented) The system of claim 4, wherein the group further comprises: 
program transmission, program standards conversion, program encryption, program 
decryption, program scrambling, and program decoding. 

6. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is programmed to 
terminate the second program processing function based upon the second scheduling 
clock. 

7. (Previously presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the tuner is operable to 
received STT data that includes a time reference indicator and associated correction data 
sufficient to establish a time of transmission of a program by a corresponding broadcast 
source accurate to within about plus or minus 4 seconds. 

8. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein 

the tuner is operable to receive first current time reference information that is 
based on a first time-of-day clock, and 
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the tuner is operable to receive second current time reference information that is 
based on a second time-of-day clock, with the second time-of-day clock being 
imsynchronized with the first time-of-day clock. 

9. (Previously presented) The system of claim 8, wherein the tuner is operable to receive; 

first current time reference information that is based on a first time-of-day clock 
generated at the first corresponding program source; and 

second current time reference information that is based on a second time-of-day 
clock generated at the second conresponding program source; 

10. (Previously presented) The system of claim I, wherein the tuner is operable to receive 
first current time reference information that comprises time-of-day information. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is programmed 
to provide a first scheduling clock that is a time-of-day clock, 

12. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the timer is operable to receive 
first and second ciirrent time reference information that comprises System Time Table 
(STT) data of an MPEG compliant data stream. 

13. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the tuner is operable to receive 
the first current time reference information from a first corresponding program source 
that is a broadcast source. 
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14. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein; 

the system comprises a central scheduling clock, 

the processor is programmed to provide the first scheduling clock by updating 
the central scheduling clock with time information generated based on the first current 
time reference information, and 

the processor is programmed to provide the second scheduling clock by updating 
the central scheduling clock with time information generated based on the second current 
time reference information. 

15. (Cuuently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is programmed to 
simuhaneouslv maintain, for at least a period of time, both the first scheduling clock and 
the second scheduling clock, 

16. (Previously presented) A method comprising: 

receiving, by an electronic program guide, (1) selection of a first program and a 
second program, the first and second programs provided by corresponding first and 
second program sources, (2) selection of a first program processing function for the first 
program, and (3) selection of a second program processing function for the second 
program; 

receiving, by a tuner, (1) a first current time reference information fi"om the first 
program source, wherein the first current time reference information provides 
information for synchronizing a scheduling clock vvith a clock of the first program 
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source, and (2) a second current time reference information from the second program 
source, wherein the second current time reference information provides information for 
synchronizing a scheduling clock with a clock of the second program source; 

deriving synchronizing the current time of day of a first scheduling clock with 
the current time of day of the clock of the first program source based on the first current 
time reference infQrmation- , -4 he first s cheduling olook being s)i>chrQniEod - with the clock 
of the fiTGt program - s ourc e; 

initiating a-the first program processing function, for the first program, based 
upon the synchronized fi rst scheduling clock; 

deriving a second Gchoduling clock bas e d on the acoond Gurront time referenc e 
information, th e s e cond Gohoduling olock b e ing synohronizod with the olook of th e 
second program oQuroc; and 

initiating a-t3ie second program processing function, for the second program, 
based upon the-a_second scheduling dock land 

ensuring that the second scheduling clock is synchronized with the current time of 
day of the clock of the second program source prior to initiation of the second nroBxam 
processing function by synchronizirua: the current time of day of the s econd scheduling 
clock with the current time of day of the clock of the second program source based on the 
second current time reference information prior to initiation of the second proaram 
processing function , 

17. (Previously presented) The method of claim 16, wherein the first current time 
reference information provides a current time-of-day indication. 
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